
Welcome- Year 8 Curriculum Evening

The Schedule for this evening:

• Introduction/ Key Dates

• Maths Curriculum Presentation

• English Curriculum Presentation

• Science Curriculum Presentation

• The Importance of Attendance

• Key Stage Three Assessment

• Revision Strategies



Key Dates

Autumn Term: 

• 26th November- Progress Report home

• WB 15th December- Reward Enrichment Week

• 18th December- Christmas concert

Summer Term:

• 18 May- 5th June- Year 8 Assessment Week

• 24th June- Progress report home

• 25th June- Year 8 Parent Consultative 

• WB 13 July- Reward week and trips



Pastoral Support
• We have a fantastic pastoral team to support students in Year 8; your child’s 

Tutor, their Assistant Head of Year, myself, their teachers and our SEND and 
Pupil Premium teams. 

• If your child is on our SEND register, Learning Plans for these students are 
distributed to all of your child's teaching staff to ensure that they are aware of 
their needs.

• Parents and carers can access these learning plans through Edukey / Provision 
Map, and you can comment in real-time.

• Targets are reviewed 3 times per year - this can be through the Edukey site, and 
we are also available for appointments during all consultative evenings. 

• If your child is Pupil Premium, we can support them by subsidising a wide range 
of extra curriculum activities, from trips, breakfast club, sports fixtures and prom, 
as well as providing equipment and uniform where needed. We also support 
individual students with their academic progress across a range of year groups 
and subjects.

• If your child has not yet signed up for a lunch time or after school club, we highly 
recommend encouraging them to do so. All our clubs are shared on our school 
website, on our ‘Clubs and Activities’ page. 



Welcome to Year 8 Maths

Curriculum map

Use of online platforms and how 
parents can support at home 

Importance of numeracy
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Sparx Maths



Sparx Maths



Independent study resources 



The effects of poor numeracy

People with low numeracy are more than twice as likely to face 
unemployment

Good numeracy is linked to positive financial behaviours such as 
saving frequently and keeping on top of bills

Pupils starting school with low numeracy are more likely to face 
school exclusions

Students with poor maths skills are more than twice as likely to 
truant

65% of adult prisoners have numeracy skills below an 11-year-
old



Yr 8 English Curriculum



English Road Map for SUBJECT Year 8

Around the World

Yr 8 begins with the study 

of identity through voice. 

Pupils will explore texts 

from. This will be done 

through range of different 

genre and formats while 

also introducing pupils to 

transactional writing 

skills. 

Write like a Journalist

Half term 2 continues with 

exploring the ‘power of voice’ 

through the project-based 

scheme of work ‘Write like a 

Journalist’. This unit hope to 

help pupils form an opinion and 

ignite a feeling of ‘fire’ and 

‘passion’ which they have the 

opportunity to exercise through 

the written word. 

Romeo and Juliet

Pupils move on to the study of a 

second Shakespeare play. Here 

pupils deepen their 

understanding around literary 

themes and dramatic effects 

whilst also understanding how the 

genre of comedy can turn to 

tragedy. Pupils are also moved 

beyond the play by being taught 

how to view Shakespeare 

through a  historicist lens. 

Woman In Black

Summer term concludes 

with a Gothic work of fiction. 

Pupils learn the stylistics of 

genre and how to analyse 

literary fiction through 

character, setting and 

theme. Pupils will also have 

the opportunity to develop 

their imaginative writing 

skills throughout this topic.. 

Term 1+2 Term 2+3 Term 3+4 Term 5+6



Studies have found that reading for pleasure enhances empathy, 
understanding of the self, and the ability to understand one’s own 
and others’ identities

One in four children haven’t  reached the expected level of reading 
by the age of 11. Many of these children will struggle to keep up at 
secondary school.

By Year 11, the reading skills of children from less advantaged 
backgrounds are on average almost three years behind those from 
the most affluent homes

16-year-olds who choose to read books for pleasure outside of 
school are more likely to secure managerial or professional jobs in 
later life.

Adults with lower levels of literacy are more likely to believe that 
they have little impact on political processes, and are less likely to 
participate in voting.

Studies have shown that those who read for pleasure have higher 
levels of self-esteem and a greater ability to cope with difficult 
situations.



Reading Age Testing and Reporting

Purple MORE THAN ONE YEAR ABOVE ACTUAL AGE

Pink ONE YEAR ABOVE ACTUAL AGE

Green ON TARGET - READING AGE IN LINE WITH 

ACTUAL AGE

Orange ONE YEAR BELOW ACTUAL AGE

Red MORE THAN ONE YEAR BELOW ACTUAL AGE



SPARX We use a programme called Sparx to complete our reading age 

testing, but also to support students in developing their reading and 

vocabulary skills throughout the year.

Students can select a book from over 50,000 titles and adapt the 

formatting of the page to suit their needs. 

Students earn points (SRP) for each question they answer. We expect 

students to earn 300 SRP a week, which equates to around 30 

minutes of focused reading. This is set as homework and is monitored 

by English teachers.



Start Preparing Now.



Write Like a Journalist- Exploring 
the power of voice through 

project - based work. 

The ‘How’ and the ‘Why’



Why have we implemented this new topic?
● ‘Pupils form an opinion and ignite a feeling of ‘fire’ and ‘passion’ … which they 

have the opportunity to exercise through the written word.’

● ‘The importance of informative and validated journalistic writing is as relevant 

as ever in a world where fake news, social media and Artificial Intelligence can 

so easily mislead and misinterpret our concept of what is true or false, right or 

wrong etc.’

● ‘...gives pupils the knowledge to inform, report and promote real world events 

empowers them to speak out and encourages their journey in becoming 

educated leaders of the next generation.’

● ‘This flexible and mature writing style allows pupils fluidity in truly taking time 

to explore a subject that interests them.’

● ‘Oracy and communications skills will be foregrounded to ensure that pupils 

have an opportunity to share their voice, giving personal and critical responses 

to issues that can be explored through classroom debate…’



How will pupils achieve this throughout the term?

Ties to prior knowledge:

‘Year 8 begins in the first autumn half term with pupils exploring the 
concept of ‘identity through voice’, in which they are immediately 

introduced to a wider range of powerful texts from around the world; 
including extracts about people from other cultures. Different genres 
are also included, for example: travel writers, bloggers and reporters.’

‘Pupils will explore and develop their strength of argument through skills 

such as repetition, direct address, anecdotes, modal verbs and different 

sentence structures such as imperatives, declaratives and declarative 

sentences…’

‘Pupils will  be exposed to writing in different formats: Letters, guidebooks, 

blogs and speeches alongside learning how others have adapted their tone 

and register to suit different audiences.’



● ‘Pupils will … further explore how their own voice can be enhanced through 

rhetoric, style, and register, and will be prompted to create a piece of 

journalistic writing about a topic/argument that they feel strongly about.’

● ‘... opportunities to verbalise their opinions to the classroom teacher or 

newly appointed ‘editorial role’ throughout their project.’

● ‘Pupils will be explicitly taught how to proofread, edit and redraft their 

work  across the half term, slowing the logistical process of writing down.’

● ‘...using research, interviews and specialist visitor talks to engage and offer 

insight into the world of journalism, which can then become interwoven 

into the pupils own writing every week.’

How will pupils achieve this throughout the term?



Science Curriculum 
Information



Science
‘’Science helps us to answer our biggest questions and to 
meet our most basic needs: from explaining the deepest 
mysteries of the universe to the structure of elementary 
particles that form atoms. The findings of science have 

fundamentally shaped every aspect of our world. Science 
drives innovation, creating new knowledge to help us solve 
current and future problems. All young people are entitled 

to a high-quality science education, to the curiosity it 
engenders and the understanding and the opportunity it 

brings.’’
Finding the optimum: the science subject report

Published 2 February 2023 Ofsted GOV.UK
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Currently Learning 

Cells – 
• What are cells? 
• Cell structures and their function
• Comparing plant and animal cells 

States of Matter –
• What are the three states of matter?
• How does the arrangement of particles vary between 

states?
• How can  substance change state?



Scheme of Work 

We follow the Kerboodle Scheme of Work 



• Auto marking- students receive feedback 
immediately 

• Algorithm adapts to students

• Provides opportunity to repeat questions 
which challenge students 

• Set every Wednesday and due the following 
Tuesday.

• Students need to score 100% for HW to be 
completed 

 

Sparx Science Homework



Desirable Equipment 

White board pen

Green pen

Scientific Calculator



To Recap/Revisit a topic
• Oak National Academy 
• ‘Cognito’ available on You Tube
To Practice 
• Sparx Science
• KS3 Bitesize
• KS3 SENECA
• Free KS3 Science Online 10 Minute Test from 

CGP
• Oak National Academy 

Revision Guide 
• CGP Key Stage Three Science Complete 

Revision and Practice 

To Practice 



Getting Involved….

March – British Science Week Poster 
Competition 

Science Fair Week
Summer 2026



The Importance of 
Attendance



The Importance of Attendance: Building 
Resilience, Reliability and Success

Why is attendance and punctuality so important?

Every school day contributes to your child’s learning journey. When 

students attend regularly and arrive on time, they benefit from:

•Structured Learning: Lessons build on prior knowledge. Missing even 

one day can interrupt understanding, though we appreciate that 

occasional absences may be unavoidable.

•Cognitive Development: Consistent participation strengthens memory, 
focus, and problem-solving skills.

•Social Growth: Being present supports friendships, teamwork, and a 

sense of belonging.

•Confidence and Independence: Arriving on time fosters responsibility 

and helps establish positive routines.



The Importance of Attendance

Irregular 
attendance and the 
impact on learning 
and success.



The Importance of Attendance

NHS guidance 
detailing – how ill 
does your child 
need to be to stay 
off school?



Key Stage Three 
Assessment



Key Stage 3 Assessment 

What is a step target?

• Your child has been given a step target grade and this will 
increase by one step every year at Key Stage 3. Steps is a way 
of monitoring that students are building the core skills and 
knowledge necessary each year at Key Stage 3, to achieve their
target grade at GCSE.

• 26th November- Year 8 Progress reports shared

• 18th May- 5th June- Year 8 Assessment Weeks

• 24th June- Progress reports shared

• A step is not equivalent to a 

GCSE grade, however, 

achieving a certain ‘Step’ would 

mean that students have the 

necessary skills and knowledge 
to achieve that grade at GCSE. 



Key Stage 3 Assessment 

How are ‘Step’ target grades calculated?

• These are calculated from Key Stage 2 SAT scores. 

• By using national data we are able to calculate GCSE target 

grades and from this work out the steps your child needs to take 

at Key Stage 3 in order to reach their full potential at GCSE.

How are ‘Step’ current grades calculated?

• Subjects assess in different ways. Some subjects will have set 

an end of topic assessment for students to complete, whilst 

others will give a current Step grade based on key tasks 

completed throughout the term.

• 26th November- Year 8 Progress reports shared

• 18th May- 5th June- Year 8 Assessment Weeks

• 24th June- Progress reports shared



Key Stage 3 Assessment 

In Year 8 their target would be a step 6 and Year 9 a Step 7.

What will the reports look like?

Subject
Step 

Target

Current 

Step 
Grade

Effort and Engagement

Classwork Homework

English Step 5 Step 3 Good Inconsistent

Mathematics Step 5 Step 5 Good Good

Science Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

Art Step 5 Step 4 Excellent Good

Computer Science Step 5 Step 4 Excellent Good

Design & Technology Step 5 Step 4 Excellent Good

French Step 5 Step 4 Excellent Inconsistent

Geography Step 5 Step 3 Excellent Needs Improvement

History Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

Music Step 5 Step 5 Good Good

Religious Studies Step 5 Step 5 Good Good

Physical Education Step 5 Step 6 Excellent Good

Drama Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

English Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

Mathematics Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

• 26th November- Year 8 Progress reports shared

• 18th May- 5th June- Year 8 Assessment Weeks

• 24th June- Progress reports shared



Subject
Step 

Target

Current 

Step 
Grade

Effort and Engagement

Classwork Homework

English Step 5 Step 3 Good Inconsistent

Mathematics Step 5 Step 5 Good Good

Science Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

Art Step 5 Step 4 Excellent Good

Computer Science Step 5 Step 4 Excellent Good

Design & Technology Step 5 Step 4 Excellent Good

French Step 5 Step 4 Excellent Inconsistent

Geography Step 5 Step 3 Excellent Needs Improvement

History Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

Music Step 5 Step 5 Good Good

Religious Studies Step 5 Step 5 Good Good

Physical Education Step 5 Step 6 Excellent Good

Drama Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

English Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

Mathematics Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

Key Stage 3 Assessment 

• In the majority of subjects, this student looks like they are on track to 
achieve their end of year Step target. In some subjects they have 
already achieved this. 

• They are excelling in Physical Education

• English and Geography are their weaker areas. 



Key Stage 3 Assessment 

Step Assessment Grids
• We recommend you refer to our KS3 assessment page on our school website, 

where you will find our subject specific assessment grids. Here you will be able 
to see the skills and knowledge needed for each step. 



Key Stage 3 Assessment 

Subject
Step 

Target

Curren

t Step 
Grade

Effort and Engagement

Classwork Homework

English Step 5 Step 3 Good Inconsistent

Mathematics Step 5 Step 5 Good Good

Science Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

Art Step 5 Step 4 Excellent Good

Computer Science Step 5 Step 4 Excellent Good

Design & Technology Step 5 Step 4 Excellent Good

French Step 5 Step 4 Excellent Inconsistent

Geography Step 5 Step 3 Excellent Needs Improvement

History Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

Music Step 5 Step 5 Good Good

Religious Studies Step 5 Step 5 Good Good

Physical Education Step 5 Step 6 Excellent Good

Drama Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

English Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

Mathematics Step 5 Step 5 Excellent Good

Excellent /
Good/ 

Inconsistent/ 
Needs 

Improvement

All home learning tasks are set on Satchel One. Your child has 

been provided with login details as have parents and carers. 

Homework club is available to your child from Monday to 

Thursday in the Resource Centre from 3 to 3.45 pm if they need 

any support with completing their home learning tasks. 



Revision 

Strategies



How Can I help my child revise well?

Allocate set time (shorter 
but more frequent revision 

sessions work best) 

Find a good working 
environment 

Put away the phone 
and other distractions

Collect everything you need 
before you start revising

Set a timer – stop working 
when the timer goes off

Share what you have learnt



How Can I help my child revise well?



Revision Strategies 
Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check

Works particularly well for learning key 
definitions and new vocabulary. 



Revision Strategies 
Flash Cards
Use cards with questions on one side and answers 
on the other. Ask your child the questions and help 
them  check if they were right

Some websites will help you build this flashcards 
for free – e.g revisely.com 



Revision Strategies 
Mind Mapping
Students can write down what they recall from a topic, 
then categorise the information to present it. The aim 
is to make as many links as possible between pieces of 
information. 



Revision Strategies 

Practice Papers and Quizzes
A number of websites will 
have exam practice and low 
stakes quizzes to test your 
knowledge and 
understanding 

• BBC KS3 Bitesize
• SENECA KS3 
• Sparx Math and Science 



Revision Strategies 

Blank Page
Simply start with a blank page and write down 
everything you can remember from a topic. Then 
using your book and a different coloured pen, add 
anything you missed. 



Revision Strategies 

Consolidate Notes
Students can try to consolidate their 
notes into smaller and smaller 
paragraphs/bullet points, working 
towards having the least amount of 
information on a page which prompts the 
memory of the rest of the topic



Teach It Teach It
Ask your child to teach you what they have learnt. 



Thank you for attending 
our Year 8 Curriculum 

Evening 
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