


Welcome to our ‘Revision and Examination’ 
conference.

Key speakers:

- Mr Lawrence – Second in Sixth Form

- Mr Archer – Head of English

- Miss Anley– Maths, key stage four lead

- Mr Hannan – Deputy Headteacher

- Mr Morrison – Assistant Headteacher

- Mr Sultana – Head of Year 11

- Dr Reay – Raising Standards Lead



The Appleton Sixth 
Form

Success Tomorrow. Starts 

Today.



Where are we?

• We have completed our guidance 

interviews

• You have been offered a conditional

place and had this confirmed in 

writing

• Your focus is now you



Entry Criteria

1. To get onto our A Level Pathway – you need a 

minimum of 40 points

2. To get onto our BTEC Pathway – you need a 

minimum of 35 points

Approximately 1 grade is 1 point e.g. 8 x grade 5 = 

40 points

HOWEVER individual subjects have specific 

criteria. E.g A Level Science = 6 English, Maths, 

Science



Entry Criteria

You must also uphold the correct conduct; 

behaviour & attendance



What now… 
….good luck!

Any questions - come and speak with us or email at 
sixthform@theappletonschool.org

• Complete your GCSE examinations
• Receive your GCSE results on Thursday 20th August 2026
• Enrol with us in the Main Hall on the same day
• Start your journey at The Appleton School Sixth Form. 

mailto:sixthform@theappletonschool.org


GCSE Science @ Appleton – AQA 

Students study either Combined Science or Separate 
Sciences when pursuing AQA Science qualifications. 

Combined Science: This route covers core concepts 
in all three strands of science, Biology, Chemistry, 
and Physics, and students receive two GCSE grades. 

Separate Science: This route allows students to study 
Biology, Chemistry, and Physics as separate subjects, 
each with its own set of exams and individual (three) 
GCSE grades. 



Combined Science: Double Award Trilogy (8464)

• 6 papers (2 Biology, 2 Chemistry, 2 Physics).

• Each paper is 1 hour 15 minutes and worth 70 marks 
(16.7% of the total GCSE).

• Awarded as a double grade e.g. 9-9, 7-6.

• Students sit either Foundation tiered papers, grades 
1–5 or Higher tiered papers grades 4–9. Students 
must sit all papers at one of these tiers.



Separate Sciences: Triple Award

• 6 papers total (2 for each subject).

• Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes and worth 100 marks 
(50% of each individual GCSE).

• Covers more material than the Combined route with 
additional modules.

• Students sit either Foundation tiered papers, grades 
1–5 or Higher tiered papers grades 4–9 for each 
subject. As they are separate the tiers can be too.



Each exam comprises as a mix of multiple-choice, structured, 
closed short-answer and open-response questions.

Practical Knowledge: Students must be able to recall specific 
‘Required Practicals’ that have been covered during the course. 
These as then assessed via questions in the written exams. These 
account for 15% of each paper.

Maths Skills: At least 20% of marks are based on maths skills, with 
a focus on a 1:2:3 ratio across Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
respectively.

Working Scientifically: 15% of the total marks are dedicated to 
these skills, which include scientific thinking, data analysis and 
evaluation.

Exended writing response: 6 mark questions.



For all sciences AQA follows these strict mark weightings: 

AO1: Recall

Stating facts, definitions or describing standard procedures 
- 40% of the paper.

AO2: Application

Applying known science to a new and unfamiliar situation 
or context - 40% of the paper.

AO3: Analysis

Interpreting data, evaluating experiments, and drawing 
conclusions - 20% of the paper.

Exam Overview for both courses



AQA balances the difficulty of questions across the tiers in 
each exam paper.

Foundation Tier - 100% "Standard Demand" with 
questions aimed at grades 1–5.

Higher Tier - 40% Standard Demand (grades 4–5) and 60% 
High Demand (grades 6–9).

Common questions appear across both tiers with 30% of 
the marks on a Higher Tier paper being identical to those 
on the Foundation paper to ensure grading consistency.





Key Reminders for 2026

Formula Sheets - For 2026, students will be provided with 
an equation sheet for Physics exams.

Maths Skills - 20%–30% of the marks are based on math 
skills (highest in Physics).

Required practicals - Approximately 15% of each paper 
will test knowledge of the experiments conducted or 
shown in class.

Units in ‘Calculate’ - For 2026 students must include the 
correct units (e.g. J, kg, m/s) in their final answer or they 
may lose a mark, even if the number is correct.



Combined Science Paper 1
• 12th May​ 2026

• Combined Science: Biology Paper 1 (both tiers)

• Duration: 1h 15m 70 marks

• 18th May 2026

• Combined Science: Chemistry Paper 1 (both tiers)

• Duration: 1h 15m 70 marks

• 2nd June​ 2026

• Combined Science: Physics Paper 1 (both tiers) 

• Duration: 1h 15m 70 marks

Exam 
Dates:



Combined Science Paper 2

• 8th June ​ 2026

• Combined Science: Biology Paper 2 (both tiers) 

• Duration: 1h 15m 70 marks

• 12th June​ 2026

• Combined Science: Chemistry Paper 2 (both tiers) 

• Duration: 1h 15m 70 marks

• 15th June​ 2026

• Combined Science: Physics Paper 2 (both tiers)

• Duration: 1h 15m 70 marks

Exam 
Dates:



Separate Sciences 
Biology Chemistry Physics

Biology Chemistry Physics
Paper 1 (both tiers)

•Duration: 1h 45m 

•100 Marks

12th May ​ 2026 18th May​ 2026 2nd June ​ 2026

Paper 2 (both tiers) 

•Duration: 1h 45m 

•100 Marks

8th June 2026 12th June ​ 2026 15th June ​ 2026

Exam 
Dates:



Resources To Support Learning
• Focus E Learning: www.focuselearning.co.uk

• Username:  student@theappleton3762 
• Password:   5xw2qyqcw
• Practice required practical at home to gain a better understanding

• Kerboodle: www.kerboodle.com
• Username: initial and surname
• Password: initial and surname (and then reset yourself) 
• Institute Code:  qpx7

• OR use you school email address and passwords and click on Google

• Access textbooks

• Websites: 

Oak Academy – Online lessons with learning checks

MME – Timed exam paper practice

Physics and Maths Tutor – Past papers and revision resources

http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/
http://www.kerboodle.com/


Google
Classroom 



Revision Guides: We recommend 
CGP books or Collins as they are 
readable, concise and each page 
gives a clear summary.



GCSE English Language and 
Literature Information 

Evening



Literature Paper 1 - 11th May 
2026
Literature Paper 2 - 19th May 
2026

Language Paper 1 - 21st May 
2026
Language Paper 2 - 5th June 2026

GCSE English Key Dates:



Language Paper 1 
Paper 1 (1hr 45mins) 50% GCSE 

Section A (25%)
Based on one text
Q1- Multiple Choice (4)
Q2- specific language (8)
Q3- Structure Specific (8)
Q4- Evaluate a statement (20)

Section B (25%)
Q5- description or narrative (40) (24+16)



Language Paper 2
Paper 2 (1hr 45mins) 50% GCSE 

Section A (25%)
Based on two texts. 
Q1- Select 4 true statements. (4)
Q2: Summary of differences and similarities. (8)
Q3: Specific Language. (12) 
Q4: Compare viewpoints. (16)  

Section B (25%)
Q5- Writing to present a viewpoint. (40) (24+16)





Literature Paper 1 

Paper 1 (1hr 45mins) 40% GCSE 

Section A: Shakespeare.

Macbeth: 30+4 Marks. 

Section B:

19th Century Novella: ACC or J+H.
30 marks. 



Literature Paper 2
Paper 2 (2hr 15mins) 60% GCSE 

Section A:
Animal Farm: 30+4 Marks

Section B:
Poetry comparison: 30 marks 

Section C: 
Unseen Poetry: 24 marks
Unseen Compare: 8 marks



Websites we recommend:





GCSE Edexcel Maths @ Appleton

Supporting Your Child’s 
Success in GCSE Maths



GCSE Mathematics
There are 2 tiers of entry Foundation and Higher Tier

Foundation                                                 Higher



Edexcel Maths Exam Information
Assessment 
Objective

Descriptor Foundation % Higher %

A01 Use and apply standard techniques 50 40

A02 Reason, interpret and communicate 
mathematically

25 30

A03 Solve problems within mathematics and 
other contexts

25 30



Mathematics- Exam Structure

Paper 1- Non Calculator (90 Minutes)

14th May 2026

Paper 2- Calculator (90 Minutes)

3rd June 2026

Paper 3- Calculator (90 Minutes)

10th June 2026



GCSE Grades explained…

Higher

Foundation

Grades 5–1 ----- Foundation tier 
Grades 9–3 ------Higher tier
(However, If the overall result is slightly below the 4 grade boundary, a grade 3 MAY be awarded).



Average percentage needed for each grade on each tier (over the last 3 years)

Approximate Grade Boundaries

Grade 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Higher (%) 83 70 58 45 31 18 11

Foundation (%) 73 59 43 28 13



• Repeat activity each lesson – informed by PPE analysis and knowledge of the 
group

• Regular exam question practice in lesson

• Weekly Retention Tests

• Other homework and out of class practice and revision activities

• Access to online support, practice and guidance to aid independent revision 
eg: mathswatch, methodmaths, sparx

• Practise Makes Perfect sessions every Tuesday period 6.

School Support



Nov 25 PPE 
Question and Analysis tools 



Establish a Study Routine: Set specific times for Maths 
revision.

Active Revision Techniques: Targeting areas for 
development, videos, worked examples, exam questions

Use of Resources: Mathswatch, Sparx, Methodmaths, 
revision websites…

Encourage Self-Testing: Regular quizzes on key topics, 
past paper practice

Supporting Your Child’s Revision



Weekly Retention Test Year 11

• Commenced at the end of last term

• Revision resources for these topics are available on Satchel one

• Students sit a 30 minute in class test, each test recalls 3 high appearance 
topics

• Foundation – Grade 1-3

• Higher- Grade 3-5

Students are given an independent learning task based from their weakest topic



MethodMaths- Year 11

• Home Learning Online Platform 

• Access to all past papers online

• Assess students as they go

• Username and Password given by class 
teacher 



MethodMaths- Year 11



Other useful maths revision sites

MathGenie-
target tests

CorbettMaths- 5 
a day

1st Class Maths Maths4Everyone Dr Austin
GCSE Maths 
Questions

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/targettests.php
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/
https://www.1stclassmaths.com/
https://www.maths4everyone.com/pages/gcse-questions-by-topic.php
https://www.draustinmaths.com/revision
https://www.gcsemathsquestions.co.uk/


Attendance Matters!
Our mission Statement

‘Every student, every day, engaged, supported and present. We are committed to creating an environment where daily attendance
is not just expected, but inspired, driven by strong relationships, meaningful learning, and a culture of belonging.’

Attendance and punctuality really matter.
Did you know, this year, from the GCSE results, there is half 
a grade difference between students who achieve 95% 
attendance last year, with those who finished the year on 
90% attendance. On the whole, those students below 
90% attendance achieved a whole grade less than those 
who attended school 95% plus. 

School timings
Gates open: 7:30am  
Morning registration starts: 8.30am 
Morning registration closes: 9.15am
Afternoon registration starts at 12:25pm
Afternoon registration closes at 12:40pm 
End of the school day: 3.00pm  

Students need to be arriving to school no later than 8.25am to get 

to their tutor room on time.

Days lost from irregular attendance.



The Importance of Attendance: Building Resilience, Reliability and Success

NHS guidance detailing – how ill does your child need to 
be to stay off school?

Every school day contributes to your child’s learning 
journey. When students attend regularly and arrive on 
time, they benefit from:

•Structured Learning: Lessons build on prior knowledge. 
Missing even one day can interrupt understanding, 
though we appreciate that occasional absences may be 
unavoidable.

•Cognitive Development: Consistent participation 
strengthens memory, focus, and problem-solving skills.

•Social Growth: Being present supports friendships, 
teamwork, and a sense of belonging.

•Confidence and Independence: Arriving on time fosters 
responsibility and helps establish positive routines.



Positively YOU

EXAM BUSTERS
For Parents



The Appleton School – ASPIRE Programme

Mind 

Maps









Mind Mapping

• Page is landscape

• Central image

• Sub-topics

• Detail

• All lines are connected

• One word/picture per branch

• Use colour





To create a MindMap, start with an image in the centre of the page



Bloom from the centre...these topics represent the paragraphs from the 

text.

You wouldn’t normally stop here, you continue to flow the information as 

you can see on the next page.







http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=UqyrVDBXk7JbHM&tbnid=s8p0rxPJVXmA1M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjanuaryroads.blogspot.com%2F2011%2F10%2Fto-remember-is-to-suffer.html&ei=SivTUbTSB6O60QXw-4GgCQ&psig=AFQjCNEu8BHl3izA25x9dCCUD5dRv981hw&ust=1372880074235237




The Appleton School – ASPIRE Programme

Mnemonics 



GCSE PHYSICS

Gamma

X-Rays

Ultra-Violet

Visible

Infrared

Microwaves

Radiowaves

Giving X-Rays Under 

Violence Is Mega Repulsive



C=2𝜋𝑟
Charlie Eats 2 Pies Regularly

A=𝜋𝑟2
Archie Eats Pies Regularly 2



The Appleton School – ASPIRE Programme

Using 

Numbers



The Great Fire of London was 

in

1 6 6 6



1 6 6 6

A London Bakery Burned



The first place to 

practise being 

successful is 

inside your own 

head



The Appleton School – ASPIRE Programme

Memory 

Palace



Imagination

Colour

Pictures



1.Hydrogen

2.Helium

3.Lithium

4.Beryllium

5.Boron



The Appleton School – ASPIRE Programme

Recall



80%
Recalled after 24 hours







Thank you for your time and 
your support. 


